
PTAYS and to News
'THE TWO ORPHANS' IS COMING

INTO NEW LIFE IN PICTURES
Griffith's Announcement of Filming of Famous Play

Recalls Its Distinguished History.Tragedians
Continue to Pick on Shakespeare.

R
Bv LAWRENCE REAMER.

ECENT failure of melodrama has been attributed, possibly with
truth, to the undeniable ability of the cinema to do the thing so

much better. The spectacular wonders possible to the stage are

nceligible when it come3 to the power of the screen to thrill with all
the perils possible on sea and land.

"Sealed Instructions," which was W. A. Brady's latest attempt at im¬

ported melodrama was not inferior to its predecessor on the stage of

the Manhattan Opera House. The public had, however, been spoiled by
the picture plays and their stirring;
episodes. For the same reason Lang
don McCormick's noisy "An Ameri¬
can Ace" brought no good fortune
to A. H. Woods when it was seen

and heard most audibly at the
Casino.
Now the repertoire of the picture

theatre and D. W. (lrifllth Is to he In¬
creased by a new kind of melodrama
which does not owe its half century,
more or less, of active stage life to its
material sensations. "The Two Or¬
phans" never depended on paint and
canvas for Its power over the thou¬
sands that sat in breathless suspense
under its unfolding scenes. It worked
its spell under the humblest condi¬
tions. Recently It has been acted here
only by the modest Italian companies
that find shelter in this or that Bow¬
ery temple of art when the politics of
the Inexorable burlesque wheel decides
the theatre must close its doors. If
the Yiddish muse scorns to tolerate its
crudities, her Italian sister moves in
with very little baggage. Certainly the
stock company which performed the
famous old play in the early spring
could not garnish the drama extrava¬
gantly.

It never needed such extraneous dec¬
oration, although managers were In the
old days accustomed to plunge on the
scene of the chevalier's fete. Of course
"The Two Orphans" was more effec¬
tive when it wis engaging the talents
of capable actors. Jt was easy for any
actor to appear moderately capable,
however, in the plays that Adolphe
ti'Ennery wrote. Ills scenes acted
themselves. They made, in other
words, their impressions when there
were plausible figures to speak the
text. Skill could undoubtedly embel¬
lish its progress, but it was not indis¬
pensable.

In Dlntlnaraiahed Ifantla.

The dr.imn happened to fall Into dis¬
tinguished hands when it was first
played at the 1'nton Square Theatre.
Of course Charles Thome, Kitty
Blanchard. Marie Wilkins. Charles
Parselle, and McKee Uankln are only
names now In tlie history of the Amer¬
ican stage. Vet Kate Claxton and F.
F. Macka.v, who were notable in the
first cast are alive although no longer
active in their profession. The fame of
Miss Claxton is inseparable from the
history of the melodrama.
She could not understand Indeed

why she should sit In a box at the
New Amsterdam Theatre when the
play had its last notable revival in
New York instead of appearing as the
blind heroine. But the manager had
¦.<-lected Grace George, who gave a

most engaging performance of the role.
.Some other notable actors were in this
highly successful attempt to revive in¬
terest In the old work, t'lara Morris
made her last appearance in New York
in 'he play, and some of her associates
were Kyrle Bellew, Jameson Gee Fin-
ney and Ellta Procter Otis, who had a

role after her own heart in the frowzy
Frochard. The play was acted in the
hinterland during the next year. Then
it seems to ha-ve passed altogether out
of the list ot plays still living.

Adolpho d'Ennery was 30 years old
when the famous old work was acted
In Paris for the first time From Its
first hearing the piece made theatre
history. England seems to have been
less cordial to It than other lands, but
It took firm root in every Continental
soli. Here It was given f®r years, and
In all of its most notable productions
Miss Claxton played the role of the
heroine.

Singularly enough the Italian theatre
knew the drama for years under the
title "The Secret Archives of the City
of Paris." Ilere the Italians have al¬
ways played tt under the usual name.
The playwrights.of course d'Ennery
had the inevitable collaborator--did
more than build an extremely effective
dratna for Its day. They selected won¬

derfully picturesque characters in the
wandering sisters themselves, the dis¬
sipated chevalier, the honest scissors
grinder, the villainous Frochard and
the proud countess. There was little
or no Indication of character In these
f gurcs po adroitly manipulated by the
dramatists, but they were varied and
highly colored. In the skilful hands of
J>. W. Griffith the old play ought to
know a glorious celluloid resurrection.

Why Pick On Shylock f

If any statistician is sufficiently in¬
dustrious to tabulate the Shake¬
spearian performances of the winter,'
the popularity of "The Merchant of
Venice" will probably be as surprising
as the vitality of the plat under the
frequency of the attacks on it. Bverv
actor, once th< Shakespearian bee has
begun to buzz around, prepares to de¬
scend on this luckless plav Only Its
Innate Immortality has enabled It to
-nrvtve these vicious attacks.
The going for the poor old play was

nu tty hard last winter. Fritz Briber's
.11 together respectable season at the
laxlngton Theatre brought the plav
in its first hearing of the year. Then
Kudotf Schtldkrnut gave his vivid and
picturesque conception of the usurer
itt Yiddish.

Tito play certainly looked groggy
after Edward Vroofti gave a single
matinee at the Cort Theatre which
set new standurds for Incompetent
performances of Shakespeare In New
York. Tint It recovered In time for the
Waldmann-Walker revival at the
fkjngocre Theatre and appeared In the
.e|iertolre of Walter Hampden's sen-

i 'dry of llm Ife'ifiMre
> n so frequently per-

formed here In years hy different ac-

torn struggling to establish themselves
11 this repertoire. ,

Is It the most popular drama in this
ftamous list? If it were possible to
obtain the statistics concerning: its
representations during: the ages the
results would doubtless justify an

affirmative answer. Yet there are

other reasons for its Popularity to¬
day. The characters may he reduced
In number until no more than a dozen
ere necessary.
The scenic demands, unless the pro¬

ducers desire to make them otherwise,
are simple. The action may he con¬
densed to keep the play within the
limits of a brief representation. Then
managers who are usually too con¬
temptuous of Shal-.esneare to discuss
the business value of the drama are

generally willing to agvc that "The
Merchant of Venice" will "draw" if
any of them will. No play, less cer¬

tainly the creation of a genius. could
ever withstand the repented assaults
made on It. What other nlav. for in¬
stance, could have survived Its ex¬

periences this spason? fan Its great¬
ness be denied after such an experi¬
ence?

NOVELTIES AT SEASIDE
AND SUBURBAN RESORTS
buna Park continues to b« a rendez¬

vous for thousands, with its many tier

rides and other features, it* daring
acrobats and !t« animal ari« in the free
circus Arthur Pryor's Hand In Its
concerts is on< of the distinctive offer-
logs of the resort.
Everything is ready at George C. Til-

you's Steeplechase Park, Coney Island,
for Orphans Day. w'hloh will take place
on Wednesday, when ten thousand ehll-
dren from the various Institutions of the
city will be the quests of the manage-
nient of the part:. Tliey will b» con-
veyed to and from t'oney Island ill
motor curs which have been donated for
the occasion. Bimho, the smallest
<down in the world, hag a complete set
of new tricks to show the ygung visitors.
-V luncheon will be given for the chil¬
dren, at which the general manager,
Edward F. Tilyou. v\ IU play host.
Enough toy balloons luive arrived at the
park so that each of the little visitors
will take home a souvenir of the day at
Coney.
Harold Btern, musical director at the

new Ambassador Hotel, has been en¬
gaged for the entire season at the
Brighton Beach BAths. His band of
twenty pieces will give concerts twice
daily, afternoon and evening, at the
seaside resort. Mr. Stern began his
programme for the summer yesterday
afternoon.

lteal sea water <urf bathing is now nn
added feature of the sports at Pa'lsades
Amusement Park, and a brand new-
ocean was lifted from the Atlantic yes¬
terday in which thousands of aquatic
sports enjoyed their first plunge of the
season.
The Decoration Day weekend at star¬

light Amusement Park on the Bronx
River was featured i> the opening of
the bathing pool yesterday w-lth Helen
Sube starting the season with her spec¬
tacular high dive. The Initiation of the
new athletic field will be started with a
game of baseball to-day, and the Intro¬
duction of a larger vaudeville hill than
usual will he made on the open air
stage to-moirow. Including the Three
Weidanos. double revolving perch act;
Miss Vrlda In an aerial trapeze per¬
formance nnd Florence Duo. comedy,
acrobat.

'Dreamy Eyes' to Be
Tried in Brooklyn

William A. Brady will present for the
first time at the Majestic Theatre this
week "Dreamy Eyes." a new American
comedy bjr Martha M. Stanley and Ade.
laide Mathews It d*xl« with the advent
Into a New York household of a young
woman front the West with deeply
grounded beliefs. Prominent In the cast
will be Misseg Jans Grey and Falre Bin-
ney, Leonard Wlltey and John Fromwell.

D. W. Griffith's latest picture, "Dream
Street," will be presented at the Shubert-
I'rosoeht ThcHtre. stat-tltiR to-day. In
conjunction with the talking movies.

Frisco Will in the headttner at the
Ofpheuni. fMdle fox, "The Thirteen
Slr- ns" and Kate Rllnore and Sam Will-
lama will he others
John Hyams and l^ciis Mctntyre will

top the Dili at the ButhWlck.
Henry Santre;> and his syncopated

hand will he the featured act at the Boro
Park

flue Kdwarda's song revue will be the
cider offering at the N*e- Brighton

Ctinrt* It iv in "Scrap Iron" win be
the principal photoplay at the strand

Miss MAR-V WORTH
in "The &ROK.EN W/HG'.'
¦4-Q12 STREET THEATRE

Stadium Concerts
to Begin on July 7

Victor Herbert and Henry
Hartley to Be Conductors

of Orchestra.

The stadium concert committee of
1921 has started a campaign to com¬

plete Its $50,COO fund. The concerts wf'l
be (riven every evening at the Lewlsohn
Rtedlum, College of the City of New
York, beginning July 7. under the aus¬

pices of the Music League of the Peo¬

ple's Institute. Victor Herbert and

Henry Hndley will be the conductors
of the orchestra. Grand opera and con¬

cert star* will be the soloists. In case

of rnln tho concerto will ne heid in the
groat hall of rity College.
More llian Ct'O.OOO prison* attended (he

concerts inei season. Poveo.ly-flve lliou-
oend free ticket* wore, distributed by
toe Music League, Tho fund for widen
tho drive now has w.arted Is to keep
the concerts up to the hlyh stundurd*
of other years.
Twelve weeks of summer concerts

on tha iiraen at Columbia University
will start Monday, June it, The Gold-
man t'nnoerl Hand, under Edwin Frank©
Goldman, will usuin pl«a*» the thou-
sands of musio lovers who will gather
under the trees as durtnfr the three

previous seasons. The number of con-

certs has been considerably increased
ovtr previous years, anil there will also
be additional free concerts In the parks
and hospitals.
For the Columbia concerts admission

is by ticket only. Free season tickets
may he had upon written request 'o
Rummer Concerts, Columbia University,
New York City, with a self-addressed
stamped envelope enclosed.

MIRIS SHAW IN OW N PLAYLETS,

At the Relwyn Theatre on the after-
noons of June 7, 8 and 10 Miss Blllte
Shaw, well known as a sketch and short
story writer, and as s vaudeville head-
liner with William Seabury, will appear
with Mr. Reabury in si* of her own one
act plays. Each playlet will be an ex¬

position of a different typo of stage act
and histrionic art. There will be a

farce, a comedy, a drama, two tragedies
and a novelty playlet of a Protean na-
ture. Max Flgman Is directing rehear-
sals.

WALT WHITMAN'* III It I'll tit V .

Walt Whitman's birthday anniversary
will be celebrated next Tuesday evening
at the French Institute Auditorium. 597
Fifth ftvenu» The lecturer will be Dr.
F. Edward Reeley, The celebration Is
under the. aitaplre* of the hew Walt
Whitman Club.

"Snapshots of 1921" and "Gold" Here

no* DAY.
ftfcLtt V \ THKAfltL.The S#lwyna Mil launch their plan of a revue as

an annuil summer event for HelWyn Theatre with "Snapshot* of
1021," whieh they wll' produce In association with Lew Fields, with a

company of entertAln^ra headed hy Mies Nora Hayes, Lew Fields and
He Wolf Hopper. The rest further includes George McKay, Miss Lulu
McConnell, Miss Delyle Alda. Miss Olid t Gray, Ernest Lnmhsrt and
Carl Hyson. It will be pre-ten ted In fourieen elaborate scenes. which
wll! reveal »»tlres, musical ^pinnr)** B11(i specialties. Hkefche* were

Written for it by Miss Frances Nordstrom, .lames Montgomery Flusrg,
It. I Phillips and GlSfl M i-llonough. A leg OThcr. Ttay Goetf and
George dorshwln are responsible for he lyrics, while Mel Franklin
and George Oorshwln have written the music.

MF.nvrsdat.
1'KA/KK THKATIIK..lohn l>. Williams will produce Eugene G. O'Neill's

second long play. "Gold." The chief part will be played by Wlllard
Mack. Others In the cast will he George Marlon. Miss Geraldlne
O Hrlen, Miss Katherine Grey and F .1. Ballantlne. rt la In four acts,
and Its atmosphere, as In the case of so many O'Neill plays. Is of the
sea, it is called a study In conscience,

_
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Overman, Superior Stage Souse,
Enrolled in Legion of Candor

Young Man Who Won Place as Featured Player in
'Just Married' by Gentlemanly Jag, Frank

in Dressing Room Talk.

Frankness 1" not always to b* found than they would In any other business,
In a theatre dressing room, anil player" and presently I discovered It was a cose

will tell at) Interviewer that thej are

untaxed at their own \lrtuoslty In play¬
ing the part of an egotist, for It Is

of going without my drinks or going
without my eats.
"Now I couldn't ant a souse without

something so contrary to their own na- trying even If I wanted to. You have

Hires' Therefore the palm.With cross

.goes to Lyftne Overman, denoting that
he Is enrolled In the tsmall) Legion of
Oandor. For this young man. who has
won a place as a featured player In
"Just Married" at the Hhuhert by his
gentlemanly Jag In the first Act. On be-

to be cold sober to play a drunken part.
That's why It's difficult. Your brain
wouldn't function If you tried to speed
It up with a little lubricating oil. I
Ought to know.I've tried to play parts
when I've been a bit pleltled.

"This role at l«aa> gives me a rem¬
iniscent thrill. But I teas rather afraid

tng asked If he bad developed the alco- to tackle It at flrat for prohibition
hollc technic for this performance from J® J*.the breaking point. Besides, I'd played
close observation of various disfln- rummies op the stage before and 1 knew
gulahed souses, made answer In a fash- bow difficult It wna to put them over,
Ion to shoe- that anyone could have his for If you exceed the gentle lahly speed

limit III nil Intoxi' nllnn 19 the audl-
paat for the asking. ence puts a blight on you. Possibly It
"Some years ago," he said. "I used to went over because 1 tried to play tt In

he Just about the best little two fisted ¦ natural manner, without exaggerating
the drunk to the point of delirium tre-

drlnker In the business. So In this scene

I've taken myself for a model.If you
cab call It a model. There Wasn't any-

mens.
"In the same way my part. In the

second set passe, off safely for all con-
.. . _. corned because I try to play It Just as

thing I wouldn t stand up to. anywhere. any ynunK mnn Wotllrt .rf |f ,,0J fouml
and file jtwsv in my system in unlimited himself In a strange girl's stateroom.
i"gt't!t|ea. nut the heads of this bust- he'd prnhshly hack nut hurriedly, even

wouldn't jiaud foi thai u nun if t. <k inc-i of Hi' iloti v»nh hint

Miss EVELYN
LAW and The
T0MSON TWINS
in" The TWO
LITTLE GIRLS

IN BLUE'.'
Cohan.
Theatre.
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WILL ARD MACK/
Who Appears in "GOLD"
Fra^ee Theatre.

If. Instead of playing with restraint I
suddenly stopped and leered When I saw

her, the audience would probably want
me dragged out and lynched For It'a a
trulani that them's a certain propor-
tlon of theatregoers who attend shows
to be shocked and then when jou do
It they're Insulted. You're got to atef^
your course midway between these per-'
sons and those who laugh at anything,
and If you shock 'em, you'vo got to do
it without their realizing It.

"1'laylng naturally seems to be of
value In this piece, though I had a hard
enough job convincing some managers
that wnw the winning ticket for me.
When my name would be mentioned as
s possible metrber of a cast, some of
them would say, 'Oh, yes. Overman.'
he mumbles his words or talks through
his nose.' rtaylng In vaudeville helpa
a young actor to learn where to draw
the linn In modulating his effects, though
It can also hurt him, leading him to
hurl his personality across the foot¬
lights. There's a tendency among
vaudeville players to Introduce gags
freely into their acts, asking their part¬
ner, 'Why does a chicken cross the
roadf and then turning to the audience
and bellowing. 'To get on the other
side!' Rather than play as Inartlstlcally
as lhat I'd drive a trtiek."
Many stars will declare ferventlv

that they Just love their parts, anil can

play them a thousand times without
ever losing enthusiasm for them, but
here again Overman prefers frankness
to n publicity pedestal.

.T^rom time to time," he said. "!
Introduce a few little Jokes Into my part
.otherwise, It would become as tr«tchan-
Ical as turning a coffee grinder. That's
why a musical comedy.I've been In
si* of them.Is more attractive to a

young man, even though straight pieces
mean a longer life to his bankroll.
Every one In rt musical show Is happv
snd singing In the wings, whereas bnck-
stage In a place like this the company
whispers and you'd think vou were In
a morgue. Listen I"
True enough, nolhlnp < ctfd he heard

outside but a stagehand dropping some
scenery on his toes. As the Interviewer.
Impressed by the funereal gloom, sidled
to the door, Overman's parting word to
the great Amerlesn people was this:
"I like comedies, but they're not going
to condemn me to bedroom farces the
m-i tpy while ftp mn-

Stars1 Old Garb to
A id NearEast Fund
Clothes Worn in Famous Char¬

acters to Be Sold at Garden
Partv Auction.

Frank Bacon, the veteran actor, la
going to buy a new "Bill Jones" outfit.
it will take the place of that suit of
clothes the public has peen him wear

nearly three years. When he gets the
new one, the old one will not be sent to

the usual limbo of discarded things but
s ill be put to a unique philanthropic use

at an auction sale of elothen worn in
famous character's by theatrical stars
for Near East Relief as a means of ob-
taining clothing for the destitute in
Armenia.

AdJ.-Gen. J. Leslie Kincald, State
chairman of the Near East Relief, in
making the announcement yesterday
said that, with the cooperation of a

theatrical committee of which John
Drew is chairman, lie will make a col-
leetion of costumes worn by well known
actors and actresses and will Hell them
soon at a large garden party.
The ldi :i for such an auction was the

result of a visit by Gen. Kincald to
Frank Bacon, of "Lightnin" " fame, in his
dressing room in the Gaiety Theatre. Mr.
Bacon was told of the old clothes cam-

paign of Near East Relief, which Is to
culminate in a "Bundle Day" on June
fi, and remarked that the Armenians
"had nothing cn" him.

"I've worn one eult of olothee more
than 2,000 times," eai<l Bacon, "and it'n
pretty threadbare now. I guests I'll have
to get a new one."

"I got the hunch right there," said
Gen. Klnoald. "I told Baoon that if he'd
let me have that 'Bill Jones' suit I'd see

that the parable of the loaves and fishes
would be duplicated right here In New
York on an old clothes hn'sls.

"Then I got In touch with John Drew,
and I think we're going to get the most
remarkable collection of stage clothes
ever known. Jackie Coogan isn't giving
us hie. 'Kid' costvtme, which, as you
know. Is almost as ragged as the things
the poor children over there are com¬

pelled to wear, but he's sending us n

big bundle of his spare togs for our
bundle day."

Mr. Drew approached David Warfleld
for the gift of the costume worn by
htm as the .Ifunto Master. Otis Skinner
also will make a contribution from Ins
wanlrobe of celebrated character cos¬

tumes. One of the frocks worn by Miss
Carroll McComas In "Mis? Lulu llett"
lias been promised.

Oen. Kinculd said that all the armories
of the State will be opened on June 6
for the receipt of bundles. Tags are be¬
ing distributed In churches, public and
private schools and theatres. More than
2,000,000 tags, bearing the address of
the Near East Belief warehouse at 15
West Thirtieth street, have been dis¬
tributed.

"Conditions among the destitute of
the Near ICast ere simply frightful."
sahl Gen. KIneald. "Ret nt cable mes¬
sages from relief workers show that
unlens America sends help, not only In
the matter of food supplies, but In the
way of warm clothing, thousands of per¬
sons will parish next winter."
He added that Mr. Diew's theatrical

committee alone has promised to ob¬
tain 1.000,000 pounds of clolhlng from
the private wardrobes of members of
iho profession.

"Klick-Klick" Stays
In Vaudeville I'ill

Stint lev and Sawyer Again a!,
tlm Palace.In Of liar

House*.

The Four Marx Brothers will ca\ort
again at the Palace this week In their
newest skit. "On the Mer.znnlne Floor,"
by Herman Ttmbrrg. Joseph Hantley
and Miss Ivy Sawyer, with their clever
supporting company, remain for a second
Week in "Kllck-Kllck," the smart spring
revue staged by Hnstsard 8hort. Clceo-
lini, tenor, will be featured. Others
will be William Heabtiry and company in
"Frivollea." Kramer and Boyle, Bobby
McLean and company, Dotaon and the
three Lordons.
Tho chief acts at other vaudeville

houses follow:
RIVERSIDE.Miss Florence Moore,

Miss Ruth Roye.
EIGHTY-FIRST STREET.Ml«e Jay

Velle, Jackie Coogan In the photoplay,
"Peck's Bad Boy."
ROYAL.Mlsa Karyl Norman, Miss

Valerie Rergere and company.
ALHAMBRA.Misses Emily and Ann

Wellman, "Tennessee Tan."
BROADWAY.Seven Honey Boys,

Billy Glason.
COLISEUM.Courtney Sisters. Temp¬

est and Sunshine.
REGENT- Miss Ethel Clifton. Henry

and Moore.
AMERICAN- -Boris Krldkln's Dancers.

Max Cooper and Miss Irene Rlenrdo.
PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENUE -Gus

Edwards's "Newsboys of 1921," Morgan
and Gates.
PROCTORS TWENTY-THIRD

STREET .Mcintosh and his Musical
Maids, Miss Maud Earl.
PROCTOR'S FIFTY-EIGHTH

STREET.Breen Fnmlly, Miss Dorothy
Dalton In the photoplay. "Idols of the
North."
PROCTORS 12ST1T STREET. Miss

Ljrdlu Barry, Maria Ln and company.
The n«ns' Sunday concert wilt

ih<-; .if the Winter Gtrdoft.

News and Gossip
of the Theatres

Negroes as Purveyors of The¬
atrical Entertainment.

Cohan as Vagabond.

Plays with, by or of negroes seem
to be coming to the fore of late. Not
only was "The Emperor Jones," with tha
negro star. Charles Gilpin, one of the
events of the season, but the past week
an organization of dusky folk took up
the exposition of musical comedy >r

"Shuffle Along." Likewise, but much
more Inconspicuously, "Goat Alley," ;»,i-

othor dark hued theatrical production,
was put on last week at the Republic
Theatre.

Considerable quiet was maintained
about this presentation, so that scarcely
anyone, In or out of the theatrical pro¬
fession, knew of it. While a numner of
managers were present, the audi- :.ce at
the special matinee us a whole had
been carefully selected from ainoi g lav-
men urtd was considered very select.
was put on virtually as a private enter¬
prise by the author, Elbert Culbertson.
who felt that It was worthy of a hearing;
before the Inner circles of the city. He
is not unknown ns a playwright, having
written "Radium" and other dramatic
works.
Through his theatrical representative,

Miss Mary Forrest, the aid of A. H.
Woods was enlisted, and this manager
donated the theatre. Woods, who pre¬
sented last season "Come Seven," by
Octavus Roy Cohen, which dealt farci¬
cally with colored characters and had
white performers, was not Interested In
this production outside of allowing the
use of the playhouse.
The play In this Instance was acted

by negro actors, mostly from, the Iu»-
fayotte Theatre, In Harlem. It was a
straight drama, purporting to deal with
certain phases of negro life In Wash¬
ington, and was looked upon as rather
a morbid effort.

It Is a likelihood that Grant Mitchell,
closing his run In "The Champion" at
the Longacre Theatre this week, will ti'y
out a dramatized version of Henry K.
Harrison's novel, "Queed," when lie
takes his present vehicle to Chicago this
summer. This best seller of a decade
ago has had rather a curious history in
its journey toward the footlights.

It has been prepared for theatrical
production by no fewer than four adapt¬
ers. EuCh was at first very hopeful 6f
putting it on, and each In turn lost his
zeal over the project. In 1911, soor
after Its appearance on tho book stall.1.
Winchell Smith obtained the drama i;
rights to "Queed." became very enthu
siastic over It, prepared a dramatization
of It and presently dropped the piece.
Then the firm of Cohan A Harris got

hold of the dramatic rights and George
M. Cohan whipped It Into hlstrloni
shape. After a time ho and his parire
let It pass out of their hands. Nexi
Brandon Tynan dramatized It a
turned It adrift. Then Emery P01
short story writer, actor and playw fgb
entered the scene.
He Is a close friend of Grant Mitch

and the latter has been pining for .-

cral years to do "Queed." Pot le made
dramatization of It, and when Sam
Harris heard last winter that anoth
manager wan considering having a fling
at the Harrison opus, he renewed hi1
option on the dramatic rights, talti
tho Pottle version. Now It looks
though the book might got a hearing b.
fore an audience. Just when most of tl.
younger generation have forgotten the.1
ever was such a novel.

Lowell Sherman, until recently pis*
Ing the lead In the Chicago company
"The Tavern," Is the latest to so-
from the Actors Fidelity league
go bu' k to the Actors Equity Aaso<
tlon, It was learned. He wae on
the board of governors of the Fldr
and a life member In that organize
and by leaving he follows In the fi
steps of Miss Nora Bayes.
Speaking of "The Chorus Hady," it ¦'

vclops that Miss Fanny Brlce's vehl<
in which Charles Dillingham Is prep
ing to present her next sea'son, will b
something along that lino. Aaron Hoff¬
man will write it and has already
started It under way. The play will hav
emotional moments, but will not
wholly devoted lo the serious, for not!
Ing could keep Miss Brlce's fvnse
humor under.

It Is primarily a difficulty with la!.
which has caused David Relasco to rt li¬
the decision that he will not bend "I'
burau" on the road this season The d<
mands of the stage help and of tl:
musicians have loomed up ae such hea\
burdens on tour that the manager hi'
been led to forego sending his eompau;
away

This Is the first time In his experime¬
nt a manager that he has not routed oe
of his productions all over the counti
and Is a matter that Is reported to b
felt keenly by hlra. Po heavy was tli
Initial expenditure for this production
and so large Is the salary list that even
with a year's run ih this city, playing a-
It Is now to capacity business at a '

top price, It Is bald by those In the kn<
that Mr- Relasco will not br-alt even
nanclaUy on the production. It Is anotl-
of those things which he has done
love of the theatre.
Mr. Belasco Is not the only mnnn

who has been experiencing labor trou
of late. Onp production which has b-
a regular feature of the theatrical :
eon may be delayed next fall because
such embarrassments. It wns at bot¬
tom difficulty over labor which forced
the sudden closing of "The Three
Musketeers" at the Manhattan Opera
House during the past week.

One of the remarkable developments
if the eurrent season Is the Appearance
of Oeorge M. Cohan In the role ,,f th
1 a/wbond In the rejuvenated productl
t'f "The Tavern" at the Hudson Thesn-
No greater tribute or evidence of loyal
on tho pat t of a personal followh
could be found anywhere, for then:.-
goers have flock--d to the houses alnee
he came to It. It was to be expected
that the critical would come In order
to compare his performance with that
which had gone before. Hut It w.--

something exceptional to And the ordi¬
nary theatregoer, who attends plays
primarily for the sake of enjoying them,
crowding Into the house and following
the acting of the star with keen ap-
pi'Aclation.

This Is ali the more unusual In vl< w
of the fact that a revival of a play, even
after It has been withdrawn only a
short period before, Is generally fol-
lowed by a slump In the attendance, for

¦ the New York public has a habit of
saying to anything that Is repeated, no
matter how freshly, "Oh, that's old
stuff!" Not so with Cohan. He has
raised the show to capacity, bringing
It tip to $1,750 two nights after It start¬
ed. With the sale mounttng and seats
being purchased four weeks In advance
It Is quite likely that the receipts will
reach the 82.000 mark, which Is the
limit of this thrntre. where Cohan en-*
Her this season performed the same feat
of Jumping Into the leading role of one
of Ills plays, "The Meanest Man In the
World." The contrast Is all the greater
In view f>f the fnet that the preceding
company for "The Tavern" toward the
close of Ho engagement was reported
to bo drawing $250 a night
Cohan Is playing tha part on the

whole In .» straight manner unusual
with him, except for an occasional
Cohanesque quirk of the mouth, and one

cultured visitor, who ordlnarllv had not
loen a great admirer of Cohan in his
earlier plnvs, went so far as to my be

- tie»«lhtllt1es of s «»<¦ >rtd Mans-
ill hlrr


